
1. 1. The first English colonies were formed in North America 
in 1585.

2. Britain had control over Ireland from the late 1600s. 
3. East India Company began to build up a group of 

trading posts in India after 1612.
4. English colonies in West Indies founded in 1620s.
5. In 1664, the English took over a Dutch colony in 

America, which included the state of New Amsterdam. 
The English renamed this New York.

6. Robert Clive helped Britain control India from 1757.
7. British won Canada from France in 1763.
8. By 1783, Britain controlled Gibraltar and Minorca.
9. From 1787, some crimes in Britain meant that people 

were transported (sent to) Australia to complete hard 
labour.

10. From 1881 to 1919, Britain gained colonies in Africa.
11. Britain conquered South Africa from 1902.

James Cooke discovered Australia in 1770.
2. Convict ships arrived in Sydney from 1788.
3. Population of aborigines (native Australians) 

dropped by 90% due to disease brought by 
British and conflict with colonists.



1. 13 American colonies joined together and formed 
the USA. They declared themselves independent 
from Britain, stopped paying taxes and became a 
free country from 1781. 

2. From 1867, Canada was given ‘dominion’ 
(self-governing status, followed by Australia and 
New Zealand in 1907.

3. In 1921, Ireland was divided into Northern Ireland, 
which was part of the UK, and the Republic of 
Ireland, which ruled itself. 

4. In 1926, the Britain allowed Canada, Australia, New 
Zealand and South Africa to become completely 
independent countries.

5. In 1947, India and Pakistan were given 
independence.

6. Most of Britain's African and Caribbean colonies 
achieved independence in the 1960s.

1. As late as the 1870s, only 10% of Africa was under direct European 
control.

2. At this time, many white people thought they were better than black 
people. Europeans thought they could civilise African with 
Christianity, trade and western education.

3. European countries met at the Berlin Conference of 
1884-1885 to discuss the future of Africa, stating they 
wanted to end slavery in that continent. 

4. in reality, they wanted to agree which country should own 
what part of Africa to increase wealth through access to 
previously untouched raw materials.

5. This led to Africa being separated into colonies owned by 
different European countries. The land was divided up by 
what the Europeans wanted with no regard to ancient tribal 
ownership.
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