


Blood Brothers- Literature Paper Two.
Vocabulary Definition 

Poverty Lacking in money linked to deprivation in social conditions, housing and 
education

Wealth The abundance of money or possessions 

Liverpudlian A person who comes from Liverpool (often with a distinct accent) 

Deceit Concealing or misrepresenting the truth

Death Ending of life

Innocence The state of being pure and lacking in corrupt behaviour 

Superstition Irrational belief in widely held supernatural instances 

Class System The concept that there is more than one social class of people: working 
class, middle class and upper class and the rules which govern the lives of 
people in different classes lead to societal unfairness

Hierarchy Ranking of members of society due to status or authority

Disillusioned  Disappointment in  someone or something that appears to be less good 
than initially thought

Condescension A patronising, condescending attitude towards others

Snobbery The character or quality of being a snob

Underprivilege
d

Not having access to the same standard of living as other people in society 

Omniscient 
Narrator

All knowing narrative voice 

Dialogue Speech 

Accent A distinctive way of pronouncing words

Dramatic Irony From Greek tragedy: the audience is aware of the importance of events 
but the characters are not

Foreshadowing Predicting or warning of a  future event in the text 

Pathetic Fallacy Linking of nature and weather to human emotions/moods

Metaphor Where one thing becomes another in a comparison

Musical The form of the play: music plays an important part in revealing the 
action/events

Symbolism Using symbols in literature to represent ideas or qualities

Motif
A dominant or recurring idea in the play

SKILLS

Analysis Points: 
Link to the question
Link to the terminology (Lang/Structure – evaluating choice) 
Short Quote(s) -or Moment
Explain meaning and effect – both obvious and hidden 
(explicit and implicit) 
Zoom in on words/explore connotations and effect
Suggest what other readers might think/feel (offering an 
alternative opinion)
Link to the writer’s intentions (step out from the close 
analysis to give an overview of meaning)
Explore a linking quote/supporting idea

EXAM REQUIREMENTS

ESSAY QUESTION– 45 mins (including planning time)

Typical Questions
Write about the theme of _______ and how it is presented at 
different points in the play/text
In your response you should:

refer to the extract and the play as a whole;
show your understanding of theme and events in the play. [35+5]

5 of this question’s marks are allocated for accuracy in spelling, 
punctuation and the use of
vocabulary and sentence structures.
This question assesses AO1, AO2 and AO4 (5 additional marks).

Event Guide: 
Act 1 
• The narrator introduces the plot in a 

Greek Chorus (we realise the play is a 
tragedy) 

• Meet two very different women, Mr J v 
poor agrees to give away one of her twins 
to Mrs L who is rich. 

• Meet the twins ages 7: they are very 
different in many ways (nurture) but do 
have quite similar natures. They’re 
treated differently by the police/school.

• Mrs L is paranoid her son will discover his 
adoption so moves the family to the 
country to get away from Mickey and Mrs 
J. Years later, the council rehouses the 
Johnstone family in the country.

ACT 2 
• The boys meet again aged 14 and their 

friendship continues.  The boys, again, 
display similar natures. They have very 
different qualities if education. Mickey is 
in love with Linda.  

• Mrs L becomes increasingly mad at the 
thought of Edward finding out and tries 
to kills Mrs J.

• Aged 18, Edward goes to university and 
Mickey to a full-time job which he hates. 
The gap is widening between them.

• Linda is pregnant so she & Mickey marry. 
Mickey loses his job, helps Sammy rob a 
garage & is sent to prison.  Nothing is the 
same for him and Linda again.

• Mickey is released from prison but is 
addicted to anti-depressants. Desperate, 
Linda asks Edward for help.  He gets them 
a house & Mickey a job, but starts a brief 
affair with Linda.

• Mrs L tells Mickey about the affair, he 
confronts Edward with a gun in the 
council chamber. Mrs J reveals that they 
are twins.  Mickey shoots Eddie and the 
police kill Mickey.

KEY THEMES 
Wealth, Poverty, Class, Superstition, Childhood, Death

ENGLISH LITERATURE



MRS JOHNSTONE

• “He told me I was sexier than 
Marilyn Monroe” Recurring motif –
Her looks were all she had going 
for her and when they were gone 
so was her husband.

• “By the time I was twenty-five, I 
looked like forty-two” Hyperbole –
showing the impact on her 
appearance of having a hard life 
and so many children so young.

• “during the dance, she acquires a 
brush, dusters and a mop” stage 
directions – showing that she is 
happy to be working even if it is in 
a menial job

• “never put new shoes on a table” 
Foreshadowing – this superstition 
suggests that something bad will 
happen right from the start of the 
play. Mrs Johnstone believes in 
these superstitions. 

• “silver trays to take meals on” / “a 
bike with both wheels on” – Mrs J 
& Mrs L  Juxtaposition – Highlights 
the different lifestyles both boys 
would have. Envy from Mrs J. too 

• “Mrs Lyons shows the Bible to Mrs 
Johnstone” Religious imagery and 
stage directions – showing how 
once a pact has been made and 
sworn on the bible you can’t 
change your mind. Important 
symbolically as this is the point of 
no return in giving a baby away.

• “don’t you ever come round here 
again” / “I’m very sorry, but it’s 
Edward’s bedtime” – Mrs J and Mrs 
L  juxtaposition of the characters

• “She removes a locket from around 
her neck” Symbolism

• “bright new day, we’re goin’ away”    
Foreshadowing and cheerful tone

• “I curse you! Witch!” – Mrs L to 
Mrs J hyperbole 

THE NARRATOR

• “I’m up to here with hard luck stories” –
Milkman/narrator 

• First person – shows a lack of caring and the 
poverty that the family live in.

• “the devil’s got your number” – narrator 
• Foreshadowing –song shows us that she won’t 

get away with giving up her son
• did you never hear how the Johnstones died” –

narrator Foreshadowing - the narrator tells us 
the ending at the start of the play

• “the mother, so cruel, there’s a stone in place 
of her heart” – narrator  Hyperbole – The 
narrator exaggerates how horrible Mrs J. is 
which we find out if not true. He is being very 
judgemental and patronising towards her.

• “a debt is a debt, and must be paid” – narrator 
repetition – here the narrator is giving a double 
meaning, physical money and the fact that she 
will have to pay for giving up her child.

• “There’s a mad man” – narrator Alliteration –
referring to Mickey and his desire to kill 
Edward with the gun from Sammy’s robbery.

• “Do we blame superstition for what came to 
pass? Or could it be what we, the English, have 
come to know as class?” – the narrator 

• Rhetorical questions – questioning tone as to 
whether the blame lies with society rather 
than the characters themselves.

• “Did you ever hear the story of the Johnstone 
twins, as like each other as two new pins” –
narrator Cyclical structure of the novel –
repetition of the opening – showing their 
deaths were inevitable from the start.

• “the music pulsates and builds” stage 
directions – showing the culmination of the 
action and the building to the deaths 

MINOR CHARACTERS

Mr Lyons

“it’s a sign of the times, Miss Jones” 

Statement – showing that there is no 

work for anyone (linking to Mickey being 

unemployed and unable to find a job). 

Police

“he was about to commit a serious crime” 

/ “it was more of a prank, really”

juxtaposition of the treatment of Mickey 

and Edward by the police – unfairness and 

class stereotyping

Sammy

“Sammy burnt the school down” 

Foreshadowing – that he will be trouble 

and lead Mickey into trouble too.

Schoolteacher 

“This is a boys’ school, Lyons” –negative 

tone – showing Edward getting into 

trouble.

MRS LYONS
• “give one to me” imperative –

demanding tone showing that she is 

desperate for a baby and will do 

anything to get one.

• “How can you possibly avoid some 

of them being put into care?” 

Rhetorical Question – persuade her 

to give one of the twins to her.

• “You’ll be locked up” Directive –

threatening Mrs J.  

• “It’s just… just this place” repetition 

– shows her bad state of mind

• “has a lethal-looking kitchen knife in 

her hand”  Stage directions – she is 

trying to stab Mrs J. showing that 

she is going mad.

EDWARD/MICKEY

• “mam” / “mummy” “pissed off” / “you say smashing 
things” “the two of them immediately wriggle and 
giggle with glee” – Edward and Mickey  Juxtaposition 
and difference in speech patterns 

• “we’re blood brothers” Mickey and Edward  Symbolism 
– childhood ritual and the fact they are actually twins  

• “if you cross your fingers and if you count from one to 
ten” – the children Foreshadowing – showing childhood 
beliefs and superstitions 

• “Peter Pan” Symbolism of never growing up –
foreshadowing later difficulty when both boys do grow 
up

• “take a flying fuck at a rolling donut” / “it’s borin’”  
Juxtaposition - of trouble at school for Mickey and 
Edward

• “a game of piggy-in-the-middle”  the stage directions 
and foreshadowing – showing where Linda is in the 
middle of Mickey and Edward throughout both their 
childhood and into adulthood too.

• “workin’ overtime” / “I go away to university 
tomorrow” – Mickey and Edward  statements – shows 
the contrast in lifestyles and class for both boys 

• “How come you got everything… an’ I got nothin’?” –
Mickey, to Edward Dialogue – jealousy from Mickey to 
Edward showing he sees the unfairness in society

• “I could have been him!” – Mickey shouting accusatory 
tone –how unfair the whole situation has been and 
despondency Mickey at his poverty 

• “walkin’ round in circles” – Mickey  Tone – Mickey is 
resentful and angry at what has happened

• “I grew up. An’ you didn’t, because you didn’t need to” 
– Mickey to Edward  Emotive language – shows jealousy 
of Edward’s freedom, money and Uni.

• “chronically depressed” – Mickey Emotive language –
Mickey is reliant on pills after prison.

• “You sorted it out. You and Councillor Eddie Lyons” –
Mickey Sarcastic tone –not grateful for Eddie’s help. 

• Edward is “on a platform” stage directions –Edward is 
isolated  and an easy target

ENGLISH LITERATURE



London by William Blake

Content, Meaning and Purpose -The 
narrator is describing a walk around 
London and how he is saddened by 
the sights and sounds of poverty. -
The poem also addresses the loss of 
innocence and the determinism of 
inequality: how new-born infants are 
born into poverty. -The poem uses 
rhetoric (persuasive techniques) to 
convince the reader that the people 
in power (landowners, Church, 
Government) are to blame for this 
inequality. 

Language
-Sensory language creates an immersive effect: visual
imagery (‘Marks of weakness, marks of woe’) and
aural imagery (‘cry of every man’)
-‘mind-forged manacles’: they are trapped in poverty.
-Rhetorical devices to persuade: repetition (‘In
every..’); emotive language (‘infant’s cry of fear’).
-Criticises the powerful: ‘each chartered street’ –
everything is owned by the rich; ‘Every black’ning
church appals’ - the church is corrupt; ‘the hapless
soldier’s sigh / Runs in blood down palace walls’ –
soldier’s suffer and die due to the decisions of those in
power, who themselves live in palaces.

Exposure- Wilfred Owen

Content, Meaning and Purpose -

Speaker describes war as a battle 

against the weather and conditions. -

Imagery of cold and warm reflect the 

delusional mind of a man dying from 

hypothermia. 

-Owen wanted to draw attention to 

the suffering, monotony and futility 

of war. 

Language
-“Our brains ache” physical (cold) suffering and mental
(PTSD or shell shock) suffering.
-Semantic field of weather: weather is the enemy.
-“the merciless iced east winds that knive us…” –
personification (cruel and murderous wind); sibilance
(cutting/slicing sound of wind); ellipsis (never-ending).
-Repetition of pronouns ‘we’ and ‘our’ – conveys
togetherness and collective suffering of soldiers.
-‘mad gusts tugging on the wire’ – personification

Charge of the Light Brigade- Alfred Lord Tennyson

Content, Meaning and Purpose -

Published six weeks after a disastrous 

battle against the Russians in the 

(unpopular) Crimean War -Describes 

a cavalry charge against Russians who 

shoot at the lightly-armed British 

with cannon from three sides of a 

long valley. -Of the 600 hundred who 

started the charge, over half were 

killed, injured or taken prisoner. -It is 

a celebration of the men’s courage 

and devotion to their country, 

symbols of the might of the British 

Empire.

Language
-“Into the valley of Death”: this Biblical imagery
portrays war as a supremely powerful, or even
spiritual, experience.
-“jaws of Death” and “mouth of Hell”: presents war as
an animal that consumes its victims.
-“Honour the Light Brigade/Noble six hundred”:
language glorifies the soldiers, even in death. The ‘six
hundred’ become a celebrated and prestigious group.
-“shot and shell”: sibilance creates whooshing sounds
of battle.

Kamikaze- Beatrice Garland 

Content, Meaning and Purpose -In 

World War 2, Japanese Kamikaze 

pilots would fly manned missiles into 

targets such as ships. -This poem 

explores a kamikaze pilot’s journey 

towards battle, his decision to 

return, and how he is shunned when 

he returns home. -As he looks down 

at the sea, the beauty of nature and 

memories of childhood make him 

decide to turn back.

Language
-The Japanese word ‘kamikaze’ means ‘divine wind’ or
‘heavenly wind’, and has its origin in a heaven-sent
storm that scattered an invading fleet in 1250.
-“dark shoals of fish flashing silver”: image links to a
Samurai sword – conveys the conflict between his love
for nature/life and his sense of duty. Also has sibilance.
- “they treated him as though he no longer existed”:
cruel irony – he chose to live but now must live as
though he is dead.
-“was no longer the father we loved”: the pilot was
forever affected by his decision.

Cluster One- War.

ENGLISH LITERATURE



ENGLISH LITERATURE

Remains- Simon Armitage.

Content, Meaning and Purpose -

Written to coincide with a TV 

documentary about those 

returning from war with PTSD. 

Based on Guardsman Tromans, 

who fought in Iraq in 2003. -

Speaker describes shooting a looter 

dead in Iraq and how it has 

affected him. -To show the reader 

that mental suffering can persist 

long after physical conflict is over. 

Language
-“Remains” - the images and suffering remain.
-“Legs it up the road” - colloquial language = 
authentic voice
-“Then he's carted off in the back of a lorry” –
reduction of humanity to waste or cattle
-“he’s here in my head when I close my eyes / dug in 
behind enemy lines” – metaphor for a war in his 
head;
the PTSD is entrenched.
-“his bloody life in my bloody hands” – alludes to 
Macbeth: Macbeth the warrior with PTSD and Lady 
Macbeth’s bloody hands and guilt

Poppies- Jane Weir

Content, Meaning and Purpose -A 

modern poem that offers an 

alternative interpretation of bravery 

in conflict: it does not focus on a 

soldier in battle but on the mother 

who is left behind and must cope 

with his death. -The narration covers 

her visit to a war memorial, 

interspersed with images of the 

soldier’s childhood and his 

departure for war. 

Language
-Contrasting semantic fields of home/childhood (“cat
hairs”, “play at being Eskimos”, “bedroom”) with
war/injury (“blockade”, bandaged”, “reinforcements”)
-Aural (sound) imagery: “All my words
flattened, rolled, turned into felt” shows pain and
inability to speak, and “I listened, hoping to hear
your playground voice catching on the wind” shows
longing for dead son.
-“I was brave, as I walked with you, to the front
door”: different perspective of bravery in conflict.

War Photographer- Carol Ann Duffy

Content, Meaning and Purpose -

Tells the story of a war 

photographer developing photos 

at home in England: as a photo 

develops he begins to remember 

the horrors of war – painting a 

contrast to the safety of his dark 

room. -He appears to be returning 

to a warzone at the end of the 

poem. -Duffy conveys both the 

brutality of war and the 

indifference of those who might 

view the photos in newspapers 

and magazines: those who live in 

comfort and are unaffected by 

war. 

Language
“All flesh is grass”: Biblical reference that means all
human life is temporary – we all die eventually.
“He has a job to do”: like a soldier, the photographer
has a sense of duty.
“running children in a nightmare heat”: emotive
imagery with connotations of hell.
“blood stained into a foreign dust”: lasting impact of
war – links to Remains and ‘blood shadow’.
“he earns a living and they do not care”: ‘they’ is
ambiguous – it could refer to readers or the wider
world.

Cluster Two-Effects 
of War.
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Ozymandias by Percy Bysshe Shelley

Content, Meaning and Purpose -The 
narrator meets a traveller who tells 
him about a decayed statue that he 
saw in a desert. -The statue was of a 
long forgotten ancient King: the 
arrogant Ozymandias, ‘king of kings.’ 
-The poem is ironic and one big 
metaphor: Human power is only 
temporary – the statue now lays 
crumbled in the sand, and even the 
most powerful human creations 
cannot resist the power of nature.

Language
-‘sneer of cold command’: the king was arrogant, this
has been recognised by the sculptor, the traveller and
then the narrator.
-‘Look on my works, ye Mighty, and despair.’: ‘Look’ =
imperative, stressed syllable highlights commanding
tone;
ironic – he is telling other ‘mighty’ kings to admire the
size of his statue and ‘despair’, however they should
really despair because power is only temporary.
‘The lone and level sands stretch far away.’: the
desert is vast, lonely, and lasts far longer than a statue

My Last Duchess by Robert Browning

Content, Meaning and Purpose -The 
Duke is showing a visitor around his 
large art collection and proudly 
points out a portrait of his last wife, 
who is now dead. He reveals that he 
was annoyed by her over-friendly and 
flirtatious behaviour. -He can finally 
control her by objectifying her and 
showing her portrait to visitors when 
he chooses. - He is now alone as a 
result of his need for control. -The 
visitor has come to arrange the 
Duke’s next marriage, and the Duke’s 
story is a subtle warning about how 
he expects his next wife to behave.

Language
-‘Looking as if she was alive’: sets a sinister tone.
-‘Will’t please you sit and look at her?’ rhetorical
question to his visitor shows obsession with power.
-‘she liked whate’er / She looked on, and her looks
went everywhere.’: hints that his wife was a flirt.
-‘as if she ranked / My gift of a nine-hundred-yearsold 
name / With anybody’s gift’: she was beneath him
in status, and yet dared to rebel against his authority.
-‘I gave commands; Then all smiles stopped together’:
euphemism for his wife’s murder.
-‘Notice Neptune, though / Taming a sea-horse’: he
points out another painting, also about control.

Tissue by Imtiaz Dharker

Content, Meaning and Purpose -
Two different meanings of ‘Tissue’ 
(homonyms) are explored: firstly, the 
various pieces of paper that control 
our lives (holy books, maps, grocery 
receipts); secondly, the tissue of a 
human body. -The poet explores the 
paradox that although paper is 
fragile, temporary and ultimately not 
important, we allow it to control our 
lives. -Also, although human life is 
much more precious, it is also fragile 
and temporary. 

Language
-Semantic field of light: (‘Paper that lets light shine
through’, ‘The sun shines through their borderlines’,
‘let the daylight break through capitals and
monoliths’) emphasises that light is central to life, a
positive and powerful force that can break through
‘tissue’ and even monoliths (stone statues).
-‘pages smoothed and stroked and turned’: gentle
verbs convey how important documents such as the
Koran are treated with respect.
-‘Fine slips […] might fly our lives like paper kites’: this
simile suggests that we allow ourselves to be
controlled by paper.

Checking Out Me History by John Agard 

Content, Meaning and Purpose -
Represents the voice of a black man 
who is frustrated by the Eurocentric 
history curriculum in the UK – which 
pays little attention to the black 
history. -Black history is quoted to 
emphasise its separateness and to 
stress its importance. 

Language
-Imagery of fire and light used in all three stanzas
regarding black historic figures: “Toussaint de
beacon”, “Fire-woman”, “yellow sunrise”.
-Uses non-standard phonetic spelling (“Dem tell me
wha dem want”, to represent his own powerful
accent and mixes Caribbean Creole dialect with
standard English.
-“I carving out me identity”: metaphor for the painful
struggle to be heard, and to find his identity.

Cluster Three- The 
Power of Identity.
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Extract from The Prelude: Stealing the Boat by William Wordsworth

Content, Meaning and Purpose -The 
story of a boy’s love of nature and a 
night-time adventure in a rowing 
boat that instils a deeper and fearful 
respect for the power of nature. -At 
first, the boy is calm and confident, 
but the sight of a huge mountain that 
comes into view scares the boy and 
he flees back to the shore. -He is now 
in awe of the mountain and now 
fearful of the power of nature which 
are described as ‘huge and mighty 
forms, that do not live like living 
men.’ -We should respect nature and 
not take it for granted

Language
-‘One summer evening (led by her)’: ‘her’ might be
nature personified – this shows his love for nature.
-‘an act of stealth / And troubled pleasure’: confident,
but the oxymoron suggests he knows it’s wrong;
forebodes the troubling events that follow.
-‘nothing but the stars and grey sky’: emptiness of sky.
-‘the horizon’s bound, a huge peak, black and huge’:
the image of the mountain is more shocking (contrast).
-‘Upreared its head’ and ‘measured motion like a
living thing’: the mountain is personified as a powerful
beast, but calm – contrasts with his own inferior panic.
-‘There hung a darkness’: lasting effects of mountain.

London by William Blake

Content, Meaning and Purpose -The 
narrator is describing a walk around 
London and how he is saddened by 
the sights and sounds of poverty. -
The poem also addresses the loss of 
innocence and the determinism of 
inequality: how new-born infants are 
born into poverty. -The poem uses 
rhetoric (persuasive techniques) to 
convince the reader that the people 
in power (landowners, Church, 
Government) are to blame for this 
inequality. 

Language
-Sensory language creates an immersive effect: visual
imagery (‘Marks of weakness, marks of woe’) and
aural imagery (‘cry of every man’)
-‘mind-forged manacles’: they are trapped in poverty.
-Rhetorical devices to persuade: repetition (‘In
every..’); emotive language (‘infant’s cry of fear’).
-Criticises the powerful: ‘each chartered street’ –
everything is owned by the rich; ‘Every black’ning
church appals’ - the church is corrupt; ‘the hapless
soldier’s sigh / Runs in blood down palace walls’ –
soldier’s suffer and die due to the decisions of those in
power, who themselves live in palaces.

Storm on the Island by Seamus Heaney

Content, Meaning and Purpose -The 
narrator describes how a rural island 
community prepared for a coming 
storm, and how they were confident 
in their preparations. -When the 
storm hits, they are shocked by its 
power: its violent sights and sounds 
are described, using the metaphor of 
war. -The final line of the poem 
reveals their fear of nature’s power

Language
-‘Nor are there trees which might prove company’:
the island is a lonely, barren place.
-Violent verbs are used to describe the storm:
‘pummels’, ‘exploding’, ‘spits’.
-Semantic field of war: ‘Exploding comfortably’ (also
an oxymoron to contrast fear/safety); ‘wind dives and
strafes invisibly’ (the wind is a fighter plane); ‘We are
bombarded by the empty air’ (under ceaseless attack).
-This also reinforces the metaphor of war / troubles.
-‘spits like a tame cat turned savage’: simile compares
the nature to an animal that has turned on its owner

The Emigree by Carol Rumens 

Content , Meaning and Purpose -
‘Emigree’ – a female who is forced to 
leave their county for political or 
social reasons. -The speaker 
describes her memories of a home 
city that she was forced to flee. The 
city is now “sick with tyrants”. -
Despite the cities problems, her 
positive memories of the place 
cannot be extinguished.

Language
-“I left it as a child”: ambiguous meaning – either she
left when she was a child or the city was a child (it was
vulnerable and she feels a responsibility towards it).
-“I am branded by an impression of sunlight”: imagery
of light - it will stay with her forever.
-Personification of the city: “I comb its hair and love
its shining eyes” (she has a maternal love for the city)
and “My city takes me dancing” (it is romantic and
passionate lover)
-“My city hides behind me”: it is vulnerable and –
despite the fact that she had to flee – she is strong.
-Semantic field of conflict: “Tyrant, tanks, frontiers”

Cluster Four- The Power of 
Place.
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Stave One: 

● We are introduced to Ebenezer Scrooge on Christmas Eve.  He is a lonely 

miser obsessed with money.  He won’t pay to heat the office properly –

meaning Bob Cratchit is very cold

● We learn Jacob Marley, Scrooge’s business partner,  died exactly 7 years 

earlier.

● Scrooge is irritated that Christmas Day seems to be interrupting his 

business.  Scrooge is visited by his nephew Fred, who invites his uncle to 

Christmas dinner. Scrooge refuses.

● Scrooge is visited by two charity workers, asking for donations. Scrooge 

refuses and exclaims he wants to be left alone.

● Scrooge allows Bob to have Christmas Day off.

● Scrooge, when he is home, is visited by the Ghost of Jacob Marley –

warning him he will be visited by three more ghosts to help him change his 

ways.

Stave Two:

● Scrooge is visited by the Ghost of Christmas Past who takes him to witness 

his past.

● Scrooge is taken first to his schoolboy years and he is reminded how his 

friends would go home from Christmas while he was left at school. We see 

him with his sister, who one year took him home for the holidays. 

● Next we are shown Scrooge as a young apprentice, working for Fezziwig. 

Dickens describes the Christmas ball Fezziwig organised for his 

employees.

● Finally, Scrooge is taken to see his ex-fiancée, Belle. We see the scene 

when they break up, as money has taken over Scrooge’s life.

● Scrooge cannot bear to see any more and struggles with the spirit.

Stave Three: 

● Scrooge is then visited by the Ghost of Christmas Present.

● The spirit shows Scrooge how the Cratchit family celebrate Christmas.  

Scrooge asked if Tiny Tim will life. The spirit explain unless there are 

changes, he will die. The spirit reminds Scrooge of his earlier words: ‘If he 

is to die, he had better do it, and decrease the surplus population’

● Scrooge is then taken to see how others celebrate Christmas: miners, 

lighthouse workers, sailors on a ship.

● He is then taken to Fred’s house at Christmas, where they are playing 

games.

● The spirit then begins to age, and see under the spirit’s robes two children: 

Want and Ignorance.

● The Ghost of Christmas Future then appears.

Stave Four: 

● The Ghost of Christmas Future is described. 

● The spirit takes Scrooge to see a group of businessmen discussing 

someone who has died.

● Scrooge is then taken to see Old Joe, where he is in the process of buying 

property of the dead man – which have been stolen.

● Scrooge then returns to Bob Cratchit’s house, where it is revealed Tiny Tim 

has died.

● Scrooge is then taken to the graveyard and is shown a grave stone and 

realises this is for him.

● Scrooge falls to his knees and begs that he will change his ways.

Stave Five: 

● Scrooge wakes up in his own bed.

● Scrooge wonders how much time has passed and calls to a boy. He then 

sends the boy to the poulterer for the prize turkey to give to Bob Cratchit,

● Scrooge meets one of the charity collectors from earlier and whispers to 

him that he will give a large donation.

● Scrooge then goes to Fred’s house and is welcomed in. He enjoys the 

dinner and party.

● On Boxing Day, Scrooge arrives early to work, and plays a trick on Bob. 

Scrooge then tells him he is going to raise his salary and promises to help 

Bob’s struggling family.



Malthus and 
the Poor 
Laws

● 1798, Thomas Malthus wrote that the human population would grow 

faster than food supplies leading to famines and death.  Malthus 

believed poverty was the result of overpopulation.

● Malthus believed people should families in later life and not have too 

many children.

● Dickens believed Malthus was wrong.  He believed there was plenty of 

food to go around but only if the rich were more generous.  Dickens felt 

it wrong the poor should suffer because the rich were too selfish to 

share their wealth.

● Malthus thought existing poor laws in Britain were too charitable.  

Poverty relief, he believed, encouraged laziness in the poor and 

reduced the incentive to work hard and save money.

● 1834, a new Poor Law was introduced to reduce the financial help 

available to the poor.  It also ruled that all unemployed people would 

have to enter a workhouse in order to receive food and shelter.  

Conditions in workhouses were unpleasant to discourage the poor from 

relying on society to help them.

Charity ● Industrial revolution led to a gap between the rich and poor with many 

struggling to survive relying on the generosity of those better off than 

themselves.

● Some philanthropists were keen to enhance the lives of the workers.  

Cadburys tried to provide quality homes and improve lifestyles of 

workers at their factory in Bournville.

Education ● Dickens believed strongly in the importance of education.

● As part of his campaign against the treatment of the poor, Dickens 

worked with a friend called Angela Burdett-Coutts.

● In 1840s, Dickens and Coutts became involved in the Ragged 

Schools. The aim was to provide poor children with basic education.

● Dickens believed that it is through education that one can leave 

poverty.

Religion ● Christianity held a strong influence in Victorian Britain, especially amongst 

the middle / upper classes.

● Good Christians believed in a strict moral code – attending church regularly, 

avoiding alcohol and exercise sexual restraint.

● Dickens’ view on Christianity was different.  He believed that to be a good 

Christian people should seek out opportunities to do good deeds for other 

people.

● Sabbatarianism – when people spent Sunday going to church and resting.  

Dickens was opposed to this because it meant that working poorer people 

were denied any enjoyment on their one day off – everything was shut.  

● Poorer people didn’t have ovens at home so often food cooked by bakers.  

Sabbatarianism meant that many people couldn’t get a hot meal on 

Sundays because the bakers were shut.

Christmas ● Start of 19th century Christmas was hardly celebrated.  By the end of 

the century it was the most important celebration of the year.

● Traditions associated with Christmas became important: cards, 

crackers, carols, decorations, gifts and Christmas dinner.  Prince 

Albert in 1840 brought a tree from Germany to Britain for the first 

time.  Christmas Card dates back to 1843 when Henry Cole asked an 

artist to design one for him.  They were expensive so children made 

their own.

● Christmas celebrations were becoming more secular as feasts and 

games became a central part of the festivities.

ENGLISH LITERATURE

Dickens’ ideas and intentions
Dickens’ writing criticised economic, social, and moral issues in the Victorian era. He showed 

compassion and empathy towards the vulnerable and disadvantaged people in English society, and help 

to bring about several important social reforms. Dickens’ deep social commitment and awareness of 

social issues come from his traumatic childhood, where his father was imprisoned for debt, and he was 

forced to work in a shoe-blacking factory at 12 years old. In his adult life, Dickens developed a strong 

social conscience and empathised with the victims of social and economic injustice.

Dickens’ intention in A Christmas Carol is to draw readers’ attention to the plight of the poor and to 

highlight the hypocrisy of Victorian society. He juxtaposes the wealth and greed of capitalists with the 

poorer classes and draws attention to the way in which the greed and selfishness of some impacts on 

the quality of the lives of others. His moral message appears to be that we should care for our fellow 

man. The transformation of Scrooge suggests that Dickens feels it is never too late for change and 

redemption. Dickens emphasises the importance of family, friendship and charity in bringing about this 

change.

Key themes and ideas

Poverty, Fate, Charity, Transformation, Capitalism, 
Greed, Money, Redemption, Family, Friendship, 
Religion, Morality, Isolation/Loneliness, Choices, 
Memory and the past, Compassion, Forgiveness, 

Guilt and blame, Time, Rationality

Settings

Scrooge’s workplace, Scrooge’s living room, 

Scrooge’s bedroom, the village from Scrooge’s 

childhood, Scrooge’s school, Fezziwig’s party, 

the Crachit residence, the streets of London, 

the Beetling shop, Fred’s residence, the 

graveyard.

Key characters: Scrooge, Marley, Fred, The Ghost of Christmas Past, The Ghost of Christmas Present, 
The Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come, The Cratchits, Fezziwig, Belle.
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