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Plympton Academy Sixth Form

WELCOME

from the Principal

Thank you for the interest you are showing in

the Sixth Form here at Plympton Academy. | am
very proud of our Sixth Form, and the committed
team who support and guide our Sixth Form
students. | am pleased that this was recognised in
our most recent Ofsted inspection (2020), which
reported that:

“Students in the sixth form...feel well supported
by staff when making plans for the future.”

They are joined by students from other schools and
colleges making up a thriving and exciting Sixth
Form of approximately 150 students.

Our vision is to help all of our Sixth Form pupils
‘Discover their Future’. We do this through
teaching which is characterised by challenge and
expectation, and fostered through personalised
careers support, and a wider curriculum which
builds a thirst for challenge.

“The best teaching is characterised by a high
level of challenge and expectation....”

We offer a wide range of courses, both A level

and Level 3 BTECs. We believe every student will
succeed when studying an appropriate course,
supported by an experienced tutor and monitoring
system, and receiving the highest quality teaching.
We believe in inspiring a culture of success for all
which is why we set high expectations of every
member of our learning community.

INSPIRING SUCCESS

| hope this prospectus gives you an overview of the
world of opportunity ahead and that you will want
to find out more about what we have to offer. |
really want you to enjoy your time with us, develop
real skills and gain the experience that will act as a
strong foundation for your future success.

Lisa Boorman - Principal
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About Us

Whether you are currently studying at Plympton Academy or are
a student at another school or college, deciding where you should
undertake the next stage of your learning will play a key part in

determining your future success.

We are dedicated to ensuring that, once they leave
our Sixth Form, all students will have acquired the
necessary qualifications, experiences and skills to
confidently progress to their chosen next steps.

As such we are delighted to have the development
of facilities at Plympton Academy which will raise
the aspirations and opportunities for our Sixth Form
students; our recently completed 3G pitch and
redeveloped MUGA area, along with a state of the
art Performing Arts Centre, recently opened by Sir
Michael Morpurgo.

Having recently opened our new build, we now
have additional state of the art facilities including
a new library, sports studio, catering rooms,
photography suite and art rooms.

“We are definitely given more independence
in the Sixth Form compared to Year 11, but this
means that we have to be more organised. We
are never just left to it, though - there is always
support at hand.”

Sixth Form Pupil

We are very proud of the positive contribution

our Sixth Form students make to the ethos of our
Academy and the influence they have over younger
students.

It is crucial that the Sixth Form showcases the very
best of Plympton Academy through our Five Core
Principles:

Teaching and Learning:
We support our Sixth Form pupils to love the
challenge of learning and be resilient to failure

Leadership:

Leaders inspire a culture of success for all; we look
to develop and recognise leadership qualities in
all our Sixth Form students through formal and
informal opportunities

Community:

The Sixth Form is the cornerstone of a thriving
learning community and wider local community.
We encourage Sixth Formers to utilise their

skills and experiences for the benefit of these
communities

Learning Environment:

Through the new facilities, we will create a learning
environment for Sixth Form pupils that stimulates,
fosters innovation and promotes opportunities

The Person:
Ultimately, our aim is to equip all students to
achieve their dreams and take pride in their success

Plympton Academy Sixth Form




Plympton Academy Sixth Form

Studying at Plympton
Academy Sixth Form

INSPIRING SUCCESS

There are many pathways through Sixth Form education at
Plympton Academy, all of which provide a wide range of choice,
opportunity and access to any career or university course.

Generally, students will choose a programme of A
Level and/or Level 3 BTECs with opportunities to
complete the Extended Project Qualification (EPQ).

We look to ensure an individualised programme,
dependent on the student’s likely GCSE grades
and their career or Higher Education aspirations.

In addition to the academic provision, students
are supported with a tutor programme, including
careers, community and charity work and life skills.

Students are expected to undertake work
experience in Year 12 to enhance their application
to University or future jobs.

Programmes may include additional courses such
as GCSE English and Maths re-sits, and opportunities
to get involved in enrichment activities.

Students with us can discover life changing
outcomes which are nationally competitive.

To join the Sixth Form at Plympton Academy, you
will be required to have achieved at least 5 GCSEs,
or level 2 equivalent, Grade 9-4 (or Grade A*-C
equivalent) including English and Maths, and three
further GCSEs or Level 2 equivalents.

Specific subjects have additional entry
requirements, which can be found under each
subject. Students who achieve Grade 9-4 at English
or maths, but not both, will be allowed to enter the
Sixth Form on condition of re-sitting the equivalent
subject.

“No matter what you want to do after the Sixth
Form, there are the right courses available to
enable you to do it successfully.”

Sixth Form Pupil
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Guidance and Support

Life in the Sixth Form is different from Year 11. Not only do we give

our Sixth Form students their own space and identity, we expect
them to take on a sense of independence, and take responsibility

for their own success.

We recognise, however, that whilst we encourage
a greater sense of independence and responsibility,
some students still require ongoing guidance

to remain on track. Every student’s welfare and
progress is carefully monitored by subject teachers,
their tutor (who they will meet with daily), mentors,
and Head of Sixth Form. Appropriate support

is provided when such a need is identified or
requested.

Financial Support

At the time of writing, full details of the 16-

19 Bursary Fund have not been received in the
Academy. However, the fund is likely to have two
elements:

* Young People: In care or leaving care; in receipt
of Income Support or Universal Credit; in receipt of
Employment Support Allowance and Disability
Support Allowance; or in receipt of Personal

Independence Payments will be eligible to

As well as meeting the academic challenges, Sixth
Form is a time for new experiences, and making
new friends. In our friendly, adult environment,
every student is supported to be the very best they
can be.

Discover student-centred support through a
pastoral programme which is designed to facilitate
their future interests.

receive a conditional bursary of £1,200 a year,
payable in weekly instalments.

* The Academy also makes discretionary awards to
students who are in financial difficulty. If students

feel that they are in such a situation (eligibility for

Free School Meals is a good indicator) they should
collect full details from the Sixth Form Office.

Plympton Academy Sixth Form
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Careers Advice & Guidance

Careers information is at the heart of what we do at Plympton

Academy Sixth Form.
We also ensure that, as well as planning for
Students in both Year 12 and Year 13 benefit from academic success, students and tutors are planning
an extensive, bespoke careers programme. Year 12s  the next steps and every student is guaranteed
| spend time focusing on career pathways, preparing  individual careers and Higher Education advice
for work with support in creative CVs and covering (including full support through the UCAS
letters as well as support in securing purposeful and  application process for University) throughout their

relevant work experience. time in the Sixth Form.

Year 13s benefit from tailored pathways There is a timetable of activities provided to all
information, which includes a separate programme  students and this is supplemented by activities
for students looking to study at Oxford or aimed at specific individuals.

Cambridge as well as the medics.

‘ Both year groups have the opportunity to attend
Post 18 pathways events with guest speakers from
universities, apprenticeship providers and the

|
l military.

Through this robust programme we are able to
provide careers advice and guidance to suit the
individual.

Discover world class destinations including Russell
Group Universities, Conservatoires, Higher Level
Apprenticeships, Health and Dentistry and the
Military.

Plympton Academy Sixth Form
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Enrichment Opportunities

There are over 70 enrichment opportunities available throughout
the week at the Academy, including performing arts, the school
performance, music clubs, mindfulness, maths challenge, science
clubs and careers talks. The main out of school enrichment
opportunities available to Sixth Form students are:

National Citizen Service

This is your chance to embark on exhilarating
challenges, make your mark and build skills for work
and life. There are three parts to this scheme:

» Adventure - this is a residential where you will
get to know some amazing people and enjoy some
quality time away from home.

* Discovery - you will be reunited with your
group in a uni-style environment where you will
develop life skills like confidence, leadership and
communication.

* Social Action - is where your experience comes
together to deliver your very own social action
project.

Sport

Those who study at Plympton Academy enjoy the
opportunity to engage in a range of competitive
and lifestyle activities that are on offer through
curricular and extra-curricular programmes.
Students regularly visit our state-of-the-art Fitness
Suite to develop their own health and well-being
and many students also represent the Academy in
a variety of sporting events. The Sports Leadership
Programme provides further opportunities for
experiences and qualifications for those who

have an interest in leadership by leading/assisting
with Academy and local community clubs and
events.

Student Leadership

Our Sixth Form students are the cornerstone to

our student council; they direct the other year
groups and act as ambassadors for positive change.
Students have the opportunity to participate in
leadership through roles such as Head Student,
Head of Diversity, Head of Communication or

Head of Charity. We also have heads of each of

our houses. Through such avenues the Sixth Form
work directly with the community, the staff and the
school management team to instigate

positive change.

Wider Curriculum

We believe that each student should have the
opportunity to develop transferable skills required
in the workplace. As such, we make use of tutor
time for students to pick wider curriculum activities
which promote teamwork, communication

and a sense of community. Students have the
chance to act as mentors to younger students,
become charity ambassadors or even support the
community by arranging cross-generation events.

Courses on
offer at
Plympton

Academy

Additional Qualifications

In addition to studying three A Levels, students
can also choose to study an extended project

Extended Project | WIEC

Minimum Course Requirements

Standard requirements as stated under Studying at
Plympton Academy and a sense of adventure and a

passion for research.

An opportunity for you to explore an area that you are

passionate about. Over the two years you will complete
paperwork in support of a dissertation in any area you

choose.

This enables you to focus a research topic around an

interest of your own choosing. The course enriches

every other subject that you undertake by helping you
to develop your research skills. It also provides you

with the skills needed for higher education, specifically

research skills, time management and organisation
techniques. An Extended Project is especially welcomed

by universities and has the equivalent UCAS points to a
0.5 A Level.

All course details are correct at the time of

going to print but may be subject to change

before final entry offers as they are reliant on

Qualification A Level Btec/ Level 3
Applied Science °
Biology °

Business Studies .
Chemistry o

Computer Science o

Criminology °
Dance °
Engineering °
English Literature °

Extended Project Qualification °

Fine Art °

Further Mathematics °

Geography o

Health & Social Care °
History o

Mathematics °

Music Performance °
Music Technology °
Performing Arts

Physics °

Philosophy & Ethics °

Photography °

Psychology °

Sociology °

NeERINY o

Sport

current Academy staffing expertise.

Plympton Academy Sixth Form



A Levels

Minimum Course Requirements
Grade 6 GCSE English Literature or English Language

An exciting and engaging course which will allow you to explore the
best of Literature from a new perspective. You will read a range of
texts - including prose, poetry and drama - and develop a number of
skills, including the ability to: read critically; analyse; evaluate texts; and
undertake independent research.

Pathways
Any career that involves communication, for example: advertising and
marketing; journalism; law; business, teaching; or authorship.

Minimum Course Requirements
Grade 6 in GCSE Maths

A challenging and rewarding qualification which extends and deepens

your understanding of Mathematics. As well as learning new areas of
pure mathematics you will study further applications of mathematics in
mechanics and statistics.

Pathways

There is currently a high demand for mathematicians across a range
of sectors including: petroleum and nuclear industries; medicine; IT;
engineering; pharmaceuticals; finance, banking and accountancy; and
research.

Minimum Course Requirements
Grade 7 in GCSE Maths

If you enjoy the challenge of difficult mathematics and like to

extend your understanding beyond the standard procedures Further
Mathematics is for you. This A-level is only accessible to students
studying A Level Mathematics. It will further your understanding of
Mathematics and enable you to study new areas that will not be
covered by the Mathematics course. It can be studied as an A[S Level
in Year 13 when selected from the year 12 timetable blocks alongside
A-Level Mathematics.

Pathways

Topics studied such as matrices and complex numbers will help
with the study of degrees such as Engineering; Sciences; Finance/
Economics; Computing; and Mathematics.

Minimum Course Requirements
Grade 6 in GCSE Biology or Grade 6-6 in Combined Science, Grade 6 in

Maths, Grade 6 in English

Studying Biology is the foundation to understanding the characteristics
of all life on Earth from understanding the human body (including

the functions or organs and the effects of diseases); the functions of
animals including marine animals; and the creation and preservation
of ecosystems including environmental factors. It paves the way for
inventions and discoveries that improve the quality of life for all.

Pathways

Biology is a key subject for many STEM careers including: medicine;
nursing; dentistry; forensic science; psychology; physiotherapy;
veterinary nurse; botany; zoology; geology; oceanography;
pharmaceuticals; energy; genetics; and research.

Minimum Course Requirements
Grade 6 in GCSE Chemistry or Grade 6-6 in Combined Science and

Grade 6 in GCSE Maths

Chemistry is at the heart of so many processes in the modern world. As
well as gaining scientific knowledge and practical skills, you will learn
to: collect and analyse data; write scientific reports; think logically to
solve complex problems; and absorb detail. It is also the only science
essential to studying Medicine.

Pathways

As a global subject, there are many opportunities to travel and work
abroad as well as in the UK. It is also recommended when following
routes such as: Medicine; Biochemistry; Chemical Science; Engineering;
Geography; Environmental Sciences; Materials Science; Physiotherapy;
Nursing; Sports Science; Psychology; zoology and Veterinary Science.

Minimum Course Requirements
Grade 6 in GCSE Physics or Grade 6-6 in Combined Science, Grade 6 in

GCSE Maths

You will learn skills that enable you to analyse the physical world
around you and predict how objects will move, how materials behave;
how light can be understood and how electricity can be harnessed.
Expect to be challenged in your thinking and excited by the way the
universe works. At the end of the course you will be able to explain in
detail how the physical world works.

Pathways

As well leading to further study in areas such as Maths, Engineering,
Sciences and Medicine, Physics is also a pathway into the following
industries: medicine and health care; engineering; space; technology;
electronics; communications; television, radio and digital media;
research and exploration; and computing. The skills you develop are
sought after by many major employers, from the technology sector to
financial services.

Courses on offer:

Computer Science | OCR H446

History | AQA (7402) Philosophy and Ethics | Eduqas




Courses on offer:

Psychology | AQA

Sociology [AQA

Fine Art | AQA

Photography | AQA

Spanish | AQA

Level 3 BTEC

Minimum Course Requirements

Standard requirements as stated under Studying at Plympton Academy

This is a practical course that looks at real life situations and allows you
to develop the skills and knowledge required in a modern day business
environment. You will study topics such as Marketing, Finance and how
departments work together to meet the aims of organisations. You
will examine case studies of actual businesses and the problems they
encounter.

Pathways

As well as a springboard into further study at University, Business
Studies is relevant to employment is a wide range of industries,
including retail, finance, HR and marketing.

Minimum Course Requirements
Grade 5 in GCSE Maths

The qualification provides the opportunity to understand
manufacturing processes in engineering, as well as the team working
and practical skills needed to manufacture a product or deliver
engineering services safely. It is designed to help you to become
occupationally ready to take up employment in the Engineering sector.
The mathematical unit offers the necessary theory that underpins
the application to solve a range of engineering problems. You will be
required to turn design ideas into viable products through the use

of computer aided design programs and machining techniques, This
will allow you to use your knowledge of materials, components, and
engineering principles to produce effective solutions.

Pathways

The BTEC Level 3 can provide a pathway to: a University Degree or
Foundation Degree in an appropriate vocational discipline; BTEC HNCs
and HNDs; or to employment via the apprenticeship route.

Minimum Course Requirements
Standard requirements as stated under ‘Studying at Plympton Academy’

You will develop a range of knowledge, skills and attributes that are
essential for the health and care professions through the study of topics
such as: the human lifespan; meeting individual care and support
needs; working in Health and Social care; and physiological disorders
and their care.

Discover what is required to work in the health and social care sector,
alongside how to care for individuals with specific needs. Research into
causes of physiological and new treatments will help you create a care
plan for an assigned service user.

Pathways

Previous students have progressed to further study at university level.
Courses include Adult Nursing; Mental Health Nursing, Midwifery
and Counselling. Others have pursued careers in teaching, childcare,
paediatrics, nutrition and personal training.

Minimum Course Requirements
Grade 5-5 in GCSE Combined Science or Grade 554 (in any order) in
Triple Science, and grade 5 in GCSE Maths

You will learn to apply and develop your scientific knowledge, skills
and techniques to real-life situations. You will develop fundamental
scientific skills including research, practical work and problem-solving.
There are elements of Biology, Chemistry and Physics in this course.

Pathways

Students are well-placed to progress to a variety of University courses,
Higher Level Apprenticeships and employment in science-related
industries including Paramedical Science, Sports Therapy, Nursing,
Midwifery, Biomedical Science, Social and Sports Science, Aeronautical
Engineering and Mechanical Engineering.




BTEC Sport

Courses on offer:
Level 3 BTEC

Minimum Course Requirements
Grade 4 in English

Pathways

These highly successful courses offer fantastic career and academic
progression opportunities with past students moving on to either
University study or employment.

This is a diploma course with a mixture of internal controlled
assessments and external exams. In Year 12 you will examine different
types of crime; why people commit crime and create your own crime
awareness campaign. In Year 13 you will follow a case from the
criminal investigation through to the courtroom before exploring ways
in which society deals with crime and offenders. You will acquire and develop the skills needed for a range of
careers in the sports and leisure industry including PE teacher,
sports coach, sports therapy and rehabilitation. The personal skills
that are developed through the course are also suitable for those
students who wish to excel in business, the Armed Forces or the
service industry; where confidence and adaptability are vital.

Pathways

Primarily designed to support learners progressing to university, the
Level 3 Criminology qualification has been designed to provide exciting
and interesting experiences that would apply to any sector within the
criminal justice system such as: probation, the police, social services
and forensic investigation.

Additional Qualifications

In addition to studying three A Levels, students
can also chose to study an extended project

Minimum Course Requirements Minimum Course Requirements
Standard requirements as stated under Studying at Plympton Academy Grade 4 in GCSE Maths

This enables you to focus a research topic around an interest of Core Maths is a qualification that enables you to continue to keep
your own choosing. The course enriches every other subject that your mathematical skills sharp and widen your knowledge of the

you undertake by helping you to develop your research skills. It also subject when you do not have the required grades or desire to take
provides you with the skills needed for higher education, specifically on an A-level in Mathematics. This qualification carries the same UCAS
research skills, time management and organisation techniques. An points as an AS qualification and will be completed over two years.
Extended Project is especially welcomed by universities and has the It is highly regarded by universities and employers alike, and can be
equivalent UCAS points to a 0.5 A Level. a really useful support to other A-level and BTEC subjects where data

analysis, numerical calculations and use of formulae are needed; such
as in the sciences, geography and psychology to name a few.




BTEC PERFORMING ARTS, DANCE,
MUSIC PERFORMANCE AND MUSIC

TECHNOLOGY

The Faculty

BTEC Performing Arts Overview

“The facilities are brilliant and we learn so many different aspects
of performance. | now feel confident to follow my ambition for
working in the performing arts industry.”

Performing Arts Student

Pathways

Students completing their BTEC Nationals in Performing Arts will
be aiming to go on to employment, often via the stepping stone
of higher education following a University or performing arts
school degree course. Alternatively students may wish to enter into
employment to follow an apprenticeship route which could lead
to a long term career path. Our students have achieved places

in some of the top conservatoires in the country including Italia
Conti, Leeds Conservatoire, Royal College of Music, Performers.
Extra-Curricular and Performance Opportunities.

Each year the Faculty puts on an ambitious production that

utilises all aspects of the state of the art building. We have high
expectations of the students and look to our BTEC students to
model professionalism and support towards the younger students
throughout the process and the end production. We also take part
in the prestigious National Theatre Connections program which
enables the students to perform at The Theatre Royal in Plymouth.
We take regular trips to see live theatre.

in Music Performance

Are you interested in a career in the music sector and want to improve
your technique, musicianship and performance skills? Do you want to
study in a stimulating music environment with a variety of professional
musicians and practitioners?

If so, the Level 3 Extended Certificate in Music Performance is the
course for you! This modern and contemporary course is ideally
suited to anyone seeking to study higher level music at a specialist
contemporary music school and/or university or for those intending
to work in a music performance related industry. During the course,
students will be provided with the opportunity to specialise in Music
Performance.

During the two year course, study will combine both practical and
theoretical aspects of the course through the main skill of solo/

group performing is supported by the development of a range of skills
including aural, research of professional practise, improvisation and
composition. You will also develop your understanding of music theory,
the industry and the stylistic and historical breadth of modern music.

“Music is one of my favourite subjects
because of how it has made me grow in
confidence and made me a much better
musician. The support you are given in
lessons is incredible and whether you are
the least confident or the most confident
in the room, it doesn’t matter because the
teachers are always there to provide help
in any situation.”

Music Student

in Music Technology

If you’re interested in the technological side of music production and
working in @ music studio then this is the course for you. Learning how
to work the sound desk in a live performance as well as in a recording
studio. Learning how to manipulate sound through Digital media and
created compositional outcomes to perform live or pre-recorded. The
structure of the course allows you to get a breadth of understanding of
music technology, equipment and the role of a Sound engineer in the
music industry.

This two year course focuses on the music industry and live and studio
based Recording Techniques. The main skill of Music Production is
supported by a range of skills including listening, research, live sound
techniques, sound creation and manipulation. You will complete
projects and assignments that are based on realistic workplace
situations, activities and demands.

Progression Opportunities

This course provides great preparation for a career in the music
industry and is designed to enable students to either progress to
university or gain useful paid employment. Future career opportunities
include Composer, Arranger, Sound Engineer, Studio Manager,
Technician, Promoter, Singer/Songwriter, Teacher and PR marketing.

Extra-Curricular and Performance Opportunities

The department offers a large array of extra-curricular opportunities
for students studying music from Performance Band, Orchestra, Choir
and Jazz group. It is expected that level 3 students are proactive in
supporting the department clubs as well as getting involved in working
with our primary students and younger students within the academy.
Each year the Performing Arts Faculty puts on an ambitious production
that utilises all aspects of the state of the art building. We have high
expectations of the students and look to our BTEC students to model
professionalism and support towards the younger students throughout
all the Extra-Curricular activities we offer.
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BTEC DANCE

(LEVEL 3 NATIONAL EXTENDED CERTIFICATE)

This is a highly practical course that is designed to be flexible
depending on the strengths of the cohort. Lessons are taught in our
beautiful professional standard studio equipped with mirrors, ballet
barre and sprung flooring. The course is designed to train students
and develop technique in a range of dance styles including hip hop,
street, contemporary, commercial and jazz. The units also develop
skills in choreography and explore the practices of different dance
practitioners.

Units covered include:

Investigating Practitioners

Developing Skills and Techniques for Performance
Group Performance Workshop

Street Dance

The course will also include opportunities to see live dance
performances at the theatre. Recent trips have included performances
by Matthew Bourne, Hofesh, Rambert and Frantic Assembly. We also
have visiting practitioners in to lead workshops and every year the
dance department put on a community ‘Dance Platform’ event which
features a range of extra curricular work as well as class work and
performances from local companies.

INSPIRING SUCCESS
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Joining us at

Plympton Academy Sixth Form

You have reached an important milestone in your
education and it’s time to make some life changing
decisions about your next steps in learning. If you
are interested in joining the Plympton Academy
Sixth Form we would like to hear from you.

There are several steps in finding out more about us
and making an application:

November 2023 -
Careers information and guidance provided
through Tutorial Activities.

January 2024 -
Deadline for Applications

An application form is included with this
prospectus. Later applications may be made but

it is advantageous to meet the deadline because
interviews are arranged on receipt of an application
form and subject groups are formed soon after the
interview period.

January 2024 -

Sixth Form Interviews

Interviews will be held to give you further guidance.
They may also be arranged for later applicants.

Spring Term 2024 -
Confirmation of Subject Blocks

August 24th 2024 -

GCSE results arrive; members of staff will be in
the Academy to help and support you with future
pathways.

September 2024 -
Courses start, with individual meetings with tutors
to receive more help and guidance.

If you would like to find out more please
contact our Assistant Principal and
Head of Sixth Form

Ms Katie Kerr

Katie.Kerr@plymptonacademy.tsat.uk
We look forward to hearing from you.

Plympton Academy Sixth Form
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INSPIRING SUCCESS

DISCOVER
YOUR FUTURE

We know that every student that applies to join our Sixth Form has worked
very hard to get to this point. This being the case, part of the Sixth Form
transfer process involves making sure each student is placed on an appropriate
pathway that will give them the experience to enter the world of work or
continue into further education.

The full list of pathways and programmes of study are detailed in the ‘courses
on offer’ section of this Prospectus. If you decide that you would like to join
the Sixth Form here at Plympton Academy, full details of the process and key

dates can be found under the ‘Admissions’ section of the website.

If you would like to discuss your application, or have any questions regarding
our Sixth Form, please contact the Academy; you will have our full support
as you take greater responsibility for your own learning and start to make
significant choices in preparation for your chosen path to enrichment and

success.

Please see previous page for contact details.

Discover how to unlock your potential @ Plympton Academy
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