








Blood Brothers- Literature Paper Two.

Vocabulary Definition 

Poverty Lacking in money linked to deprivation in social conditions, housing and 
education

Wealth The abundance of money or possessions 

Liverpudlian A person who comes from Liverpool (often with a distinct accent) 

Deceit Concealing or misrepresenting the truth

Death Ending of life

Innocence The state of being pure and lacking in corrupt behaviour 

Superstition Irrational belief in widely held supernatural instances 

Class System The concept that there is more than one social class of people: working 
class, middle class and upper class and the rules which govern the lives 
of people in different classes lead to societal unfairness

Hierarchy Ranking of members of society due to status or authority

Disillusioned  Disappointment in  someone or something that appears to be less good 
than initially thought

Condescension A patronising, condescending attitude towards others

Snobbery The character or quality of being a snob

Underprivileged Not having access to the same standard of living as other people in 
society 

Omniscient 
Narrator

All knowing narrative voice 

Dialogue Speech 

Accent A distinctive way of pronouncing words

Dramatic Irony From Greek tragedy: the audience is aware of the importance of events 
but the characters are not

Foreshadowing Predicting or warning of a  future event in the text 

Pathetic Fallacy Linking of nature and weather to human emotions/moods

Metaphor Where one thing becomes another in a comparison

Musical The form of the play: music plays an important part in revealing the 
action/events

Symbolism Using symbols in literature to represent ideas or qualities

Motif
A dominant or recurring idea in the play

SKILLS

Analysis Points: 
Link to the question
Link to the terminology (Lang/Structure – evaluating choice) 
Short Quote(s) -or Moment
Explain meaning and effect – both obvious and hidden 
(explicit and implicit) 
Zoom in on words/explore connotations and effect
Suggest what other readers might think/feel (offering an 
alternative opinion)
Link to the writer’s intentions (step out from the close 
analysis to give an overview of meaning)
Explore a linking quote/supporting idea

EXAM REQUIREMENTS

ESSAY QUESTION– 45 mins (including planning time)

Typical Questions
Write about the theme of _______ and how it is presented at 
different points in the play/text
In your response you should:

refer to the extract and the play as a whole;
show your understanding of theme and events in the play. [35+5]

5 of this question’s marks are allocated for accuracy in spelling, 
punctuation and the use of
vocabulary and sentence structures.
This question assesses AO1, AO2 and AO4 (5 additional marks).

Event Guide: 
Act 1 
• The narrator introduces the plot in a 

Greek Chorus (we realise the play is a 
tragedy) 

• Meet two very different women, Mr J v 
poor agrees to give away one of her twins 
to Mrs L who is rich. 

• Meet the twins ages 7: they are very 
different in many ways (nurture) but do 
have quite similar natures. They’re 
treated differently by the police/school.

• Mrs L is paranoid her son will discover his 
adoption so moves the family to the 
country to get away from Mickey and Mrs 
J. Years later, the council rehouses the 
Johnstone family in the country.

ACT 2 
• The boys meet again aged 14 and their 

friendship continues.  The boys, again, 
display similar natures. They have very 
different qualities if education. Mickey is 
in love with Linda.  

• Mrs L becomes increasingly mad at the 
thought of Edward finding out and tries 
to kills Mrs J.

• Aged 18, Edward goes to university and 
Mickey to a full-time job which he hates. 
The gap is widening between them.

• Linda is pregnant so she & Mickey marry. 
Mickey loses his job, helps Sammy rob a 
garage & is sent to prison.  Nothing is the 
same for him and Linda again.

• Mickey is released from prison but is 
addicted to anti-depressants. Desperate, 
Linda asks Edward for help.  He gets them 
a house & Mickey a job, but starts a brief 
affair with Linda.

• Mrs L tells Mickey about the affair, he 
confronts Edward with a gun in the 
council chamber. Mrs J reveals that they 
are twins.  Mickey shoots Eddie and the 
police kill Mickey.

KEY THEMES 
Wealth, Poverty, Class, Superstition, Childhood, Death

ENGLISH LITERATURE



MRS JOHNSTONE
• “He told me I was sexier than 

Marilyn Monroe” Recurring motif –
Her looks were all she had going 
for her and when they were gone 
so was her husband.

• “By the time I was twenty-five, I 
looked like forty-two” Hyperbole –
showing the impact on her 
appearance of having a hard life 
and so many children so young.

• “during the dance, she acquires a 
brush, dusters and a mop” stage 
directions – showing that she is 
happy to be working even if it is in 
a menial job

• “never put new shoes on a table” 
Foreshadowing – this superstition 
suggests that something bad will 
happen right from the start of the 
play. Mrs Johnstone believes in 
these superstitions. 

• “silver trays to take meals on” / “a 
bike with both wheels on” – Mrs J 
& Mrs L  Juxtaposition – Highlights 
the different lifestyles both boys 
would have. Envy from Mrs J. too 

• “Mrs Lyons shows the Bible to Mrs 
Johnstone” Religious imagery and 
stage directions – showing how 
once a pact has been made and 
sworn on the bible you can’t 
change your mind. Important 
symbolically as this is the point of 
no return in giving a baby away.

• “don’t you ever come round here 
again” / “I’m very sorry, but it’s 
Edward’s bedtime” – Mrs J and Mrs 
L  juxtaposition of the characters

• “She removes a locket from around 
her neck” Symbolism

• “bright new day, we’re goin’ away”    
Foreshadowing and cheerful tone

• “I curse you! Witch!” – Mrs L to 
Mrs J hyperbole 

THE NARRATOR
• “I’m up to here with hard luck stories” –

Milkman/narrator 
• First person – shows a lack of caring and the 

poverty that the family live in.
• “the devil’s got your number” – narrator 
• Foreshadowing –song shows us that she won’t 

get away with giving up her son
• did you never hear how the Johnstones died” –

narrator Foreshadowing - the narrator tells us 
the ending at the start of the play

• “the mother, so cruel, there’s a stone in place 
of her heart” – narrator  Hyperbole – The 
narrator exaggerates how horrible Mrs J. is 
which we find out if not true. He is being very 
judgemental and patronising towards her.

• “a debt is a debt, and must be paid” – narrator 
repetition – here the narrator is giving a double 
meaning, physical money and the fact that she 
will have to pay for giving up her child.

• “There’s a mad man” – narrator Alliteration –
referring to Mickey and his desire to kill 
Edward with the gun from Sammy’s robbery.

• “Do we blame superstition for what came to 
pass? Or could it be what we, the English, have 
come to know as class?” – the narrator 

• Rhetorical questions – questioning tone as to 
whether the blame lies with society rather 
than the characters themselves.

• “Did you ever hear the story of the Johnstone 
twins, as like each other as two new pins” –
narrator Cyclical structure of the novel –
repetition of the opening – showing their 
deaths were inevitable from the start.

• “the music pulsates and builds” stage 
directions – showing the culmination of the 
action and the building to the deaths 

MINOR CHARACTERS

Mr Lyons

“it’s a sign of the times, Miss Jones” 

Statement – showing that there is no 

work for anyone (linking to Mickey being 

unemployed and unable to find a job). 

Police

“he was about to commit a serious crime” 

/ “it was more of a prank, really”

juxtaposition of the treatment of Mickey 

and Edward by the police – unfairness and 

class stereotyping

Sammy

“Sammy burnt the school down” 

Foreshadowing – that he will be trouble 

and lead Mickey into trouble too.

Schoolteacher 

“This is a boys’ school, Lyons” –negative 

tone – showing Edward getting into 

trouble.

MRS LYONS
• “give one to me” imperative –

demanding tone showing that she is 

desperate for a baby and will do 

anything to get one.

• “How can you possibly avoid some 

of them being put into care?” 

Rhetorical Question – persuade her 

to give one of the twins to her.

• “You’ll be locked up” Directive –

threatening Mrs J.  

• “It’s just… just this place” repetition 

– shows her bad state of mind

• “has a lethal-looking kitchen knife in 

her hand”  Stage directions – she is 

trying to stab Mrs J. showing that 

she is going mad.

EDWARD/MICKEY
• “mam” / “mummy” “pissed off” / “you say smashing 

things” “the two of them immediately wriggle and 

giggle with glee” – Edward and Mickey  Juxtaposition 

and difference in speech patterns 

• “we’re blood brothers” Mickey and Edward  Symbolism 

– childhood ritual and the fact they are actually twins  

• “if you cross your fingers and if you count from one to 

ten” – the children Foreshadowing – showing childhood 

beliefs and superstitions 

• “Peter Pan” Symbolism of never growing up –

foreshadowing later difficulty when both boys do grow 

up

• “take a flying fuck at a rolling donut” / “it’s borin’”  

Juxtaposition - of trouble at school for Mickey and 

Edward

• “a game of piggy-in-the-middle”  the stage directions 

and foreshadowing – showing where Linda is in the 

middle of Mickey and Edward throughout both their 

childhood and into adulthood too.

• “workin’ overtime” / “I go away to university 

tomorrow” – Mickey and Edward  statements – shows 

the contrast in lifestyles and class for both boys 

• “How come you got everything… an’ I got nothin’?” –

Mickey, to Edward Dialogue – jealousy from Mickey to 

Edward showing he sees the unfairness in society

• “I could have been him!” – Mickey shouting accusatory 

tone –how unfair the whole situation has been and 

despondency Mickey at his poverty 

• “walkin’ round in circles” – Mickey  Tone – Mickey is 

resentful and angry at what has happened

• “I grew up. An’ you didn’t, because you didn’t need to” 

– Mickey to Edward  Emotive language – shows jealousy 

of Edward’s freedom, money and Uni.

• “chronically depressed” – Mickey Emotive language –

Mickey is reliant on pills after prison.

• “You sorted it out. You and Councillor Eddie Lyons” –

Mickey Sarcastic tone –not grateful for Eddie’s help. 

• Edward is “on a platform” stage directions –Edward is 

isolated  and an easy target

ENGLISH LITERATURE



ENGLISH LITERATURE

Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare.

Prologue: A sonnet, recited by the chorus, outlines the play.

Act 1

Act I, Scene 1: Capulet and Montague servants fight in the streets. 

Benvolio tries to break them up, but Tybalt arrives and challenges him. 

The Prince arrives and declares that any further fighting will be 

punished with death. After this, the Montagues discuss Romeo’s 

melancholy state and Benvolio learns Romeo is in love with Rosaline.

Act I, Scene 2: Paris seeks Capulet's permission to marry his 

daughter Juliet. Capulet says she is too young, but Paris should try to 

win her affections at his banquet. Capulet’s invitation list is intercepted 

by Benvolio and Romeo, who decide to attend the event.

Act I, Scene 3: The Nurse and Lady Capulet tell Juliet about Paris, 

and she agrees to consider him as a potential suitor.

Act I, Scene 4: Romeo, Benvolio, and Mercutio arrive at the banquet, 

and Mercutio banters with Romeo.

Act I, Scene 5: Romeo and Juliet see each other and fall in love 

immediately. Tybalt sees Romeo and wants to fight him, but Lord 

Capulet stops him.

Act 2

Act II, Scene 1: Romeo separates himself from his friends as they 

leave the party.

Act II, Scene 2: Romeo listens to Juliet at her balcony, and they 

exchange vows to marry. Juliet says she will send a messenger to 

Romeo the next day to arrange the wedding.

Act II, Scene 3: Romeo goes to see Friar Lawrence to ask for his help 

with marrying Juliet. The Friar agrees, hoping that their alliance will 

end their families' feuding.

Act II, Scene 4: Benvolio and Mercutio discuss Tybalt, who has 

challenged Romeo to a duel. Romeo arrives and the friends banter 

about his love. The Nurse appears; Romeo's friends depart. Romeo 

gives the Nurse a message for Juliet: she is to go to Friar Lawrence 

that afternoon, and they shall be married. He arranges for the Nurse to 

receive a rope ladder for Juliet to lower for him that night.

Act II, Scene 5: The Nurse returns to an impatient Juliet. She teases 

her charge by withholding the message but then tells her the good 

news.

Act II, Scene 6: Juliet comes to Romeo in Friar Lawrence's cell, and 

they greet each other joyfully. The Friar prepares to marry them.

Act 3

Act III, Scene 1: Benvolio and Mercutio encounter Tybalt, and Mercutio 

mocks him.

Romeo arrives and refuses to accept Tybalt’s challenge to a duel (due to his 

secret marriage to Juliet). Mercutio thinks this is cowardly so fights on his 

behalf. Romeo tries to intervene and Mercutio is killed under his arm, cursing 

the families as he dies. Romeo fights and kills Tybalt to get revenge. At 

Benvolio's urging, Romeo flees. The Prince appears and interrogates 

Benvolio. Judging Tybalt to be guiltier than Romeo, he spares the latter the 

death sentence but banishes him from Verona.

Act III, Scene 2: Juliet longs for night, when Romeo is to come. The Nurse 

brings her word of Tybalt's death and Romeo's banishment, and volunteers to 

bring Romeo to the distraught girl.

Act III, Scene 3: Romeo is in a state of anger and disbelief, hiding with the 

Friar. The Nurse arrives with word of Juliet's distress. The Friar chastises 

Romeo for behaving so foolishly and proposes that, after a night with Juliet, 

Romeo should flee to Mantua until everything is cleared up. Romeo agrees 

and leaves.

Act III, Scene 4: Capulet decides to marry Juliet to Paris in three days to 

cheer her up.

Act III, Scene 5: Romeo and Juliet awake after spending the night together 

and

Romeo leaves. Lady Capulet arrives and tells Juliet about her impending 

marriage.

Julie refuses and her parents fly into a rage. The Nurse advises that Juliet 

ignore her marriage to Romeo, which no one else knows about, and marry 

Paris.

Act 4

Act IV, Scene 1: Juliet interrupts Paris talking to Friar Lawrence and, when he 

leaves, threatens to kill herself if the Friar doesn’t help her. He agrees to 

provide her with a potion that will make her seem to be dead, until Romeo 

collects her from the family crypt.

Act IV, Scene 2: Juliet apologizes to her father, promising to obey him and 

marry

Paris. Capulet moves the wedding up a day to the next morning.

Act IV, Scene 3: Juliet drinks the potion.

Act IV, Scene 4: Capulet sends the Nurse to awaken Juliet on the morning of 

her wedding day.

Act IV, Scene 5: The Nurse finds Juliet dead and the family grieve for her.

Act 5

Act V, Scene 1: Balthasar 

arrives in Mantua and tells 

Romeo that Juliet has

died. Romeo immediately plans 

to join her and buy a poison 

from and

Apothecary. 

Act V, Scene 2: Friar John 

reports to Friar Lawrence that 

he has been unable to deliver 

Lawrence's letter to Romeo. 

Lawrence sends John to fetch

a crow bar, planning to open the 

vault and take Juliet into hiding 

in his own cell until Romeo can 

be summoned.

Act V, Scene 3: Paris visits 

Juliet's tomb at night. Romeo 

appears with Balthasar, whom 

he sends away with a letter to 

Montague. Paris steps forth

to challenge him. They fight, 

and Romeo kills Paris. Romeo 

then enters the crypt, drinks the 

poison, and dies. Friar 

Lawrence arrives tells Juliet 

what has happened and begs 

her to flee. She refuses and 

stays. She kisses her dead 

lover and stabs herself with his 

dagger. The watchmen appear, 

arresting Balthasar and the Friar 

as the Prince arrives, followed 

by both

families. The Friar explains 

what has happened, and his 

tale is confirmed by Balthasar 

and by Romeo's letter to his

father. Montague and Capulet 

make peace and vow to erect 

golden statues of the two lovers.



ENGLISH LITERATURE

Historical context 

Queen Elizabeth I – She was queen while Shakespeare was writing, and supported him. Elizabeth I made Protestantism the official religion of England, which angered many Catholics, and 

led to much conflict. Shakespeare may be referencing this in ‘Romeo and Juliet’, with the two warring families. 

Patriarchy – patriarchal societies are ones where men are dominant, and have control over women e.g. by choosing who they would marry. Nurses – employed by wealthy families to feed 

and care for their children. 

The Humours – Elizabethans believed the body contained four ‘humours’: blood, phlegm, yellow bile and black bile. The amount you had of each determined your personality. People with 

too much phlegm are emotional. People with too much blood are irresponsible and gluttonous. People with too much yellow bile are violent and vengeful. People with too much black bile 

are depressed and self- centred. 

Fate - the belief that your life is mapped out for you, or ‘written in the stars’. Many Elizabethans believed God decided your fate, and that astrology could help you identify your course in life. 

Bubonic Plague/Black Death – a plague that killed many people. Sufferers were quarantined in their houses, with a red ‘X’ painted on the door, and left to die. 

Techniques and terminology

Prologue – sets up the story and foreshadows events. 

Foreshadowing – when an author drops hints about what will happen through language or 

symbolism. 

Dramatic irony – when an audience knows something the characters do not. 

Symbolism – when an image represents an idea, e.g. light symbolises happiness, flowers 

symbolise youth etc. 

Soliloquy- When a character, thinking they are alone, speaks their thoughts aloud.

Rhyming Couplets – two lines next to each other that rhyme with each other, often used for 

dramatic impact.

Oxymoron- the combination of words or ideas that have opposite or very different meanings. 

Pun- a joke based on the different possible meanings of a word or the fact that there are words 

that sound alike but have different meanings. 

Prose- lines which use a natural, unstructured rhythm similar to speech. 

Blank verse- lines which follow the fixed, more poetic structure of iambic pentameter. 

Critical Vocabulary: 

Shakespeare presents the Montagues and their supporters as…

Romeo

1. Melancholic – someone who is prone to moping and being

depressed.

2. Quixotic – extremely idealistic: unrealistic and impractical.

3. Ardent – enthusiastic and passionate.

Benvolio

1. Appeasing- someone who tries to pacify others.

2. Sincere - honest and genuine.

3. Stalwart – loyal and reliable.

Mercutio

1. Anarchic – unruly and chaotic.

2. Impulsive – someone who acts on a whim, without thinking.

3. Precocious – someone who ‘shows off’ their intelligence arrogantly.

Shakespeare presents the Capulets and their supporters as…

Juliet

1. Idealistic – someone who believes whole-heartedly in something, even if it is

unrealistic.

2. Ingenuous – innocent, naïve and unworldly.

3. Resolute – someone who has made their mind up and whose opinion cannot be

changed.

Tybalt

1. Volatile – someone who could explode at any moment.

2. Tempestuous –someone who is unpredictable and has many conflicting emotions.

3. Righteous – someone who believes what they are doing is morally justifiable.

Nurse

1. Maternal – motherly.

2. Submissive – will bend to a dominant authority and ‘do what they are told’

3. Uncouth – uncivilised and uncultured, potentially vulgar

Key themes:

Conflict

Power

Fate

Loyalty

Family

Religion

Love

Hatred

Violence

Death

Symbolism: 

Light- Juliet’s beauty, hope and optimism, the overwhelming power of 

Romeo and Juliet’s love. 

Darkness- The secrecy of Romeo and Juliet’s love, loss of hope, 

Romeo and Juliet’s impending death.

Poison- It is in the power of human hands and human will to extract 

potential evil or fatal harm from an object or thing. 

Key terms: 

Hamartia- a fatal flaw leading to the downfall of a tragic hero. 

Hubris- exalted pride of the protagonist which leads to their defiance 

of authority. 

Peripeteia- A sudden negative reversal in fortune or change in 

circumstances leading to downfall. 
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BIOLOGY – COMMUNICABLE DISEASES

Key Word Definition

Antibiotics Medicines that help to cure bacterial disease by killing infective bacteria inside the body. 

Clinical drug testing Drug testing done on healthy human volunteers and patients. 

Communicable disease A disease that can be spread between individuals either directly or indirectly.

Double blind trial A study performed where neither the researcher or patient know whether the patient is taking the drug or a placebo. 

Gonorrhoea A sexually transmitted disease (STD) caused by a bacterium with symptoms of a thick yellow or green discharge from the vagina or

penis and pain on urinating.

Human Immunodeficiency 
Virus (HIV)

An infectious virus that weakens the immune system and can lead to AIDS (acquired immunodeficiency syndrome). 

Malaria A disease caused by a protist that causes recurrent episodes of fever and can be fatal.

Measles A serious disease caused by a virus that shows symptoms of fever and a red skin rash. 

Non-communicable disease A disease which cannot be spread between individuals. 

Pathogens Microorganisms that cause infectious disease. 

Placebo A substance designed to be indistinguishable from a drug being 

Preclinical drug testing A substance designed to be indistinguishable from a drug being tested but has no actual effect on the patient. 

Rose black spot A fungal disease where purple or black spots develop on leaves, which often turn yellow and drop early. 

Salmonella A bacterial disease that is spread by bacteria ingested in food and can cause a fever, abdominal cramps, vomiting and diarrhoea. , 

Side effects Other additional effects that the drug has that are different from the expected effect of the drug

Tobacco Mosaic Virus (TMV) A widespread plant pathogen affecting many species of plants which produces a mosaic pattern on the leaves and limits the plant 

growth. 

Vaccination The process of introducing small quantities of dead or inactive forms of a pathogen into the body to stimulate the white blood cells to 

produce antibodies

White blood cell An important type of cell that makes up the immune system and produces antibodies and antitoxins.

Key Terminology – Health & Disease
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