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Exam Board Specification—What can they test you on? 

The American West c1835-c1895 

Topics you need to know 

The early settlement of the West, c1835–c1862 
The Indigenous peoples of the Plains: their beliefs and ways of life 
● Social and tribal structures, ways of life and means of survival on the Plains. 
● Beliefs about land and nature and attitudes to war and property. 
● US government policy: support for US westward expansion and the significance of the Permanent Indian Frontier. 
● The Indian Appropriations Act 1851. 
Migration and early settlement 
● The factors encouraging migration, including economic conditions, the Oregon Trail from 1836, the concept of Manifest 

Destiny, and the Gold Rush of 1849. 
● The process and problems of migration, including the experiences of the Donner Party and the Mormon migration, 1846–

47. 
● The development and problems of early settlement farming. 
Conflict and tension 
● Reasons for tension between settlers and Indigenous peoples of the Plains. The significance of the Fort Laramie Treaty 

1851. 
● The problems of lawlessness in early towns and settlements. 
● Attempts by government and local communities to tackle lawlessness. 
 

Development of the Plains, c1862–c1876 
The development of settlement in the West 
● The significance of the Civil War and post war reconstruction, including the impact of the Homestead Act 1862, the Pacific 

Railroad Act 1862, and the completion of the First Transcontinental Railroad, 
1869. 
● Attempts at solutions to problems faced by homesteaders: the use of new methods and new technology; the impact of the 

Timber Culture Act 1873 and of the spread of the railroad network. 
● Continued problems of law and order in settlements, and attempted solutions, including the roles of law officers and 

increases in federal government influence. 
Ranching and the cattle industry 
● The cattle industry and factors in its growth, including the roles of Iliff, McCoy and Goodnight, the significance of Abilene 

and of the increasing use of the railroad network. 
● The impact of changes in ranching on the work of the cowboy. 
● Rivalry between ranchers and homesteaders. 
Changes in the ways of life of the Indigenous peoples of the Plains 
● The impact of railroads, the cattle industry and gold prospecting on the Indigenous peoples of the Plains. 
● The impact of US government policy towards the Indigenous peoples of the Plains, including the continued use of 

reservations and the Second Fort Laramie Treaty, 1868. 
● Conflict on the Plains: Little Crow’s War (1862) and the Sand Creek Massacre (1864), the significance of Red Cloud’s War 

(1866–68) and the Fort Laramie Treaty (1868). 
 

Later developments in the West, c1876–c1895 
Changes in farming, the cattle industry and settlement 
● Changes in farming: the impact of new technology and new farming methods. 
● Changes in the cattle industry, including the impact of the winter of 1886–87. The significance of changes in the nature of 

ranching: the end of the open range. 
● Continued growth of settlement: the Exoduster movement and Kansas (1879), the Oklahoma Land Rush of 1893. 
Conflict and tension 
● Extent of solutions to problems of law and order: sheriffs and marshals. The significance of Billy the Kid, OK Corral (1881), 

Wyatt Earp. 
● The range wars, including the Johnson County War of 1892. 
● Conflict on the Plains: the Battle of the Little Bighorn, 1876 and its impact; the Wounded Knee Massacre, 1890. 
Indigenous peoples of the Plains: the destruction of their ways of life 
● The hunting and extermination of the buffalo. 
● The Indigenous peoples’ lives on the reservations. 
● The significance of changing government attitudes to the Indigenous peoples, including the Dawes Act 1887 and the closure 

of the Indian Frontier. 
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Key individuals and Government Treaties/Acts 

Below is a list of all the key knowledge you need to be aware of. Fill in the blank column as you discover 

them through the booklet. 

Key knowledge What did it do/mean? Year/Time 

period 

California Gold Rush  

 

1848-1849 

Oregon Trail  

 

1826 

Donner Party  1846 

Fort Laramie  

Treaty 

 

 

1851 

The Indian  

Appropiations Act 

1851  

 

Pacific Railroad Act 1862  

Homestead Act 

 

1862  

Little Crows War 1862  

Sand Creek  

Massacre 

1864  

McCoy and  

Abilene 

1867  

 

Joh Ilif   
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Key individuals and Government Treaties/Acts 

Below is a list of all the key knowledge you need to be aware of. Fill in the blank column as you discover 

them through the booklet. 

Key knowledge What did it do/mean? Year/Time 

period 

Second Fort 

Laramie Treaty 

 1868 

Timber Culture Act  

 

1873 

Battle of Little Big 

Horn 

 

 

1876 

Goodnight-Loving 

Trail 

 1886 

Billy the Kidd 

Wyatt Earp 

1878 

1881 

 

Exoduster  

Movement 

1879  

Dawes Act 1887  

Wounded Knee 

Massacre 

1890  

Johnson County 

War 

1892  

Oklahoma Land 1893  
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The early settlement of the West, c1835–c1862 - General Revision 

Read through this mind map. You will be tested on the next page.  
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Fill in the mind map as best you can from memory. Afterwards, check the answers from the  

completed mind map on the previous page. NO CHEATING! 

The early settlement of the West, c1835–c1862 - General Revision 
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Answer the quiz questions as best you can from memory. Give yourself a mark out of 10 using the answers on the 

next page! NO CHEATING! 

The early settlement of the West, c1835–c1862 - General Revision 
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Medieval Medicine— Where should I focus my revision?  

Based on how you did with the previous activities, RAG the sub-topics based on your confidence within 

early settlement of the West. Green = You understand it really well. Amber = I know a bit but could 

know more. Red = Not confident in my knowledge on this at all. 

Sub-topic Confidence Level  

Indigenous Peoples of the Plains  

Early Pioneers  

Farmers  

Mormons  

Gold Miners  

Now you have completed some 

general revision and have an 

overview of early settlement of the 

West. The purpose of completing 

the RAG activity afterwards is you 

have now clear priorities of what 

you should revise first. The red sub-

topics should be your first priority, 

then the amber sub-topics and 

finally the green.  

The early settlement of the West, c1835–c1862- Revision Review 
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Development of the Plains (c1862-1876) - General Revision 

Read through this mind map. You will be tested on the next page.  
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Fill in the mind map as best you can from  memory. Afterwards, check the answers from the 

completed mind map on the previous page. NO CHEATING! 

Development of the Plains (c1862-1876) - General Revision 
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Answer the quiz questions as best you can from memory. Give yourself a mark out of 10 using the 

answers on the next page! NO CHEATING! 

Development of the Plains (c1862-1876) - General Revision 
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Sub-topic Confidence Level  

Government Acts and Treaties  

Problems for Homesteaders and their solutions  

Conflict with Plains Indians  

Cattle ranching and the impacts of it  

Law and Order  

Based on how you did with the previous activities, RAG the sub-topics based on your confidence within 

the development of the Plains Green = You understand it really well. Amber = I know a bit but could 

know more. Red = Not confident in my knowledge on this at all. 

Now you have completed some 

general revision and have an 

overview of  the development 

of the Plains The purpose of 

completing the RAG activity 

afterwards is you have now 

clear priorities of what you 

should revise first. The red sub-

topics should be your first 

priority, then the amber sub-

topics and finally the green. 

Continue on for some specific 

tasks on how to revise each of 

these. 

Development of the Plains (c1862-1876) - Revision Review 
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Conflicts and Conquest (1876-1895) - General Revision 

Read through this mind map. You will be tested on the next page.  
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Fill in the mind map as best you can from memory. Afterwards, check the answers from the completed 

mind map on the previous page. NO CHEATING! 

Conflicts and Conquest (1876-1895) - General Revision 
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Answer the quiz questions as best you can from memory. Give yourself a mark out of 10 using the 

answers on the next page! NO CHEATING! 

Conflicts and Conquest (1876-1895) - General Revision 
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Sub-topic Confidence Level  

Plains Indians’ life on reservations  

Conflicts with Plains Indians  

Extermination of the buffalo  

Reasons for further migration westwards  

Johnson County War of 1892  

Wyatt Earp and Billy the Kid  

Based on how you did with the previous activities, RAG the sub-topics based on your confidence  

within conflicts and conquest Green = You understand it really well. Amber = I know a bit but could 

know more. Red = Not confident in my knowledge on this at all. 

Now you have completed some 

general revision and have an 

overview of conflicts and conquest. 

The purpose of completing the RAG 

activity afterwards is you have now 

clear priorities of what you should 

revise first. The red sub-topics 

should be your first priority, then 

the amber sub-topics and finally 

the green. Continue on for some 

specific tasks on how to revise each 

of these. 

Conflicts and Conquest (1876-1895) - Revision Review 

 


