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Exam Board Specification—What can they test you on? 

Medicine in Britain c1250 to present  
Topics you need to know 

 1250-1500: Medicine in Medieval England 

Ideas about the causes of disease: 
 Supernatural and religious explanations of disease: The Theory of the 4 Humours; miasma theory; influence 

of Hippocrates and Galen. 
Prevention and treatment: 
 Religious actions, bloodletting, purging, purifying the air and the use of traditional remedies. 
 Hospital care in the 13th century. The role of the physician, apothecary and barber surgeon, alongside care 

provided within the community and in hospitals. 
Case study: 
 Dealing with the Black Death 1348-49 treatments and attempts to prevent its spread. 
 

1500-1700: Medical Renaissance in England 

Ideas about the causes of disease: 
 Continuity and change in explanations. 
 A scientific approach - Thomas Sydenham and improvements in diagnosis. 
 The printing press and Royal Society help the spread of ideas. 
Prevention and treatment: 
 Continuity in prevention and treatment and care in the community and in hospitals. 
 Change in care and treatment: improvements in training and the influence of Vesalius. 
Case studies: 
 Key individual: William Harvey and the circulation of the blood. 
 Dealing with the Great Plague of 1665 – treatments and attempts to prevent its spread. 
 

1700-1900: Medicine in 18
th
 and 19

th
 century Britain 

Ideas about the causes of disease: 
 Continuity and change in explanations. 
 Pasteur’s Germ Theory and Koch’s work on microbes. 
Prevention and treatment: 
 Extent of change in care and treatment: Improvements in hospital care and the influence of Florence 

Nightingale. 
 The impact of anaesthetics and antiseptics on surgery. 
 New approaches to prevention: the development and use of vaccinations and the Public Health Act of 1875 
Case studies: 
 Key individual: Edward Jenner and the development of vaccination 
 Fighting cholera in London, 1854; attempts to prevent its spread; John Snow and the Broad Street Pump 
 

1900-present: Medicine in modern Britain 

Ideas about the causes of disease: 
 Advances in understanding the causes of disease: the influence of genetic and lifestyle factors on health. 
 Improvements in diagnosis: the impact of blood tests, scans and monitors 
Prevention and treatment: 
 Impact of the NHS, science and technology and improved access to care 
 Advances in medicines, including magic bullets and antibiotics 
 High-tech medical and surgical treatment in hospitals 
 New methods of prevention: mass vaccination and government lifestyle campaigns 
Case studies: 
 Key individuals: Fleming, Florey and Chain’s development of penicillin 
 The fight against lung cancer in the 21st century – science & technology vs. government action 
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Exam Board Specification—What can they test you on? 

The British Sector of the Western Front 1914-1918 
 The context of the British sector of the Front and the theatre of war in 

Flanders and northern France 

• The Ypres salient, the Somme, Arras and Cambrai 

• The trench system – construction, organisation, including frontline 

and support trenches 

• The use of mines at Hill 60 near Ypres and the expansion of tunnels, 

caves and quarries at Arras 

• Significance for medical treatment of the nature of the terrain and 

problems of the transport and communications infrastructure 

Conditions requiring medical treatment on the Western Front 

• Problems of ill health arising from the trench environment 

• Nature of wounds from rifles and explosives 

• Problem of shrapnel, wound infection and increased numbers of head 

injuries 

• The effects of gas attacks 

The work of the RAMC and FANY 

• The system of transport; stretcher bearers, horse and motor 

ambulances 

• The stages of treatment areas: aid post and field ambulance, dressing 

station, casualty clearing station and base hospital. 

• The underground hospital at Arras. 

The significance of the Western Front for experiments in surgery and 

medicine 

• New techniques in the treatment of wounds and infection 

• The Thomas splint 

• The use of mobile x-rays 

• Creation of a blood bank for the Battle of Cambrai 

The historical context of medicine in the early 20th century 

• The understanding of infection and moves towards aseptic surgery 

• The development of x-rays 

• Blood transfusions and developments in the storage of blood 

Knowledge selection and the use of sources for historical enquiries 

• Knowledge of national sources relevant to the period and issue, e.g. 

army records, national newspapers, government reports, medical 

articles 

• Knowledge of local sources relevant to the period and issue, e.g. 

personal accounts, photographs, hospital records, army statistics 

• Recognition of the strengths and weaknesses of different types of 

source for specific enquiries 

• Framing of questions for a specific enquiry 

• Selection of appropriate sources for specific investigations  
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Timeline 1250– present 
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Timeline 1250– present 
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Key individual What did they do and 

when did they do it 

(Specific years)? 

Time Period 

 

Hippocrates  

 

Medieval 

Galen  

 

Medieval 

Andreas Vesalius  

 

Renaissance 

William Harvey  

 

Renaissance 

Thomas Sydenham Renaissance  

 

Edward Jenner 

 

Industrial  

Louis Pasteur 

 

Industrial  

Robert Koch 

 

Industrial  

Below is a list of all the key individuals you need to be aware of. 

Fill in the blank column as you discover them through the 

booklet. 

Key Individuals 
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Key individual What did they do and 

when did they do it 

(Specific years)? 

Time Period 

 

James Simpson  

 

Industrial 

John Snow (There’s two things here) 

 

 

Industrial 

Joseph Lister  

 

Industrial 

Florence Nightingale  

 

Industrial 

Ehrlich & Hata Modern  

 

Alexander Fleming Modern  

 

Florey and Chain 

 

Modern  

Crick & Watson Modern  

 

Key Individuals 
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Medieval Medicine (1250-1500) - General Revision 

Read through this mind map. You will be tested on the next page.  
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Fill in the mind map as best you can from memory. Afterwards, check 

the answers from the completed mind map on the previous page. NO 

CHEATING! 

Medieval Medicine (1250-1500) - General Revision 
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Medieval Medicine (1250-1500) - General Revision 

Answer the quiz questions as best you can from memory. Give yourself a mark 

out of 10 using the answers on the next page! NO CHEATING! 
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Medieval Medicine— Where should I focus my revision?  

Based on how you did with the previous activities, RAG the sub-topics based on your 

confidence within medieval medicine. Green = You understand it really well. Amber = I 

know a bit but could know more. Red = Not confident in my knowledge on this at all. 

Sub-topic Confidence Level  

The Four Humours, Hippocrates & Galen  

Medieval Causes  

Medieval Treatments  

Medieval Healers  

Medieval Preventions  

The Black Death  

Now you have completed some 

general revision and have an 

overview of Medieval Medicine. 

The purpose of completing the RAG 

activity afterwards is you have now 

clear priorities of what you should 

revise first. The Red sub-topics 

should be your first priority, then 

the amber sub-topics and finally 

the green. Continue on for some 

specific tasks on how to revise each 

of these. 

Medieval Medicine (1250-1500) - Revision Review 
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Renaissance Medicine (1500-1700) - General Revision 

Read through this mind map. You will be tested on the next page.  



13 

Fill in the mind map as best you can from memory. Afterwards, check 

the answers from the completed mind map on the previous page. NO 

CHEATING! 

Renaissance Medicine (1500-1700) - General Revision 
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Answer the quiz questions as best you can from memory. Give yourself a mark 

out of 10 using the answers on the next page! NO CHEATING! 

Renaissance Medicine (1500-1700) - General Revision 
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Sub-topic Confidence Level  

Key individuals (Vesalius, Harvey and 

Sydenham) 

 

Factors affecting progress  

Causes and Treatments  

Great Plague of 1665  

Based on how you did with the previous activities, RAG the sub-topics based on your 

confidence within Renaissance medicine. Green = You understand it really well. Amber = 

I know a bit but could know more. Red = Not confident in my knowledge on this at all. 

Now you have completed 

some general revision and 

have an overview of 

Renaissance medicine. The 

purpose of completing the 

RAG activity afterwards is 

you have now clear 

priorities of what you 

should revise first. The Red 

sub-topics should be your 

first priority, then the 

amber sub-topics and 

finally the green. Continue 

on for some specific tasks 

on how to revise each of 

these. 

Renaissance Medicine (1500-1700) - Revision Review 
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Industrial Medicine (1700-1900) - General Revision 

Read through this mind map. You will be tested on the next page.  
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Fill in the mind map as best you can from memory. Afterwards, check 

the answers from the completed mind map on the previous page. NO 

CHEATING! 

Industrial Medicine (1700-1900) - General Revision 
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Answer the quiz questions as best you can from memory. Give yourself a mark 

out of 10 using the answers on the next page! NO CHEATING! 

Industrial Medicine (1700-1900) - General Revision 
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Sub-topic Confidence Level  

Edward Jenner  

Spontaneous generation and germ theory  

Improvements in surgery  

John Snow  

Florence Nightingale  

Public Health  

Vaccination campaigns  

Based on how you did with the previous activities, RAG the sub-topics based on your 

confidence within Industrial medicine. Green = You understand it really well. Amber = I 

know a bit but could know more. Red = Not confident in my knowledge on this at all. 

Now you have completed some 

general revision and have an 

overview of Industrial medicine. 

The purpose of completing the RAG 

activity afterwards is you have now 

clear priorities of what you should 

revise first. The Red sub-topics 

should be your first priority, then 

the amber sub-topics and finally 

the green. Continue on for some 

specific tasks on how to revise each 

of these. 

Industrial Medicine (1700-1900) - Revision Review 
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Modern Medicine (1900 - present) - General Revision 

Read through this mind map. You will be tested on the next page.  
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Fill in the mind map as best you can from memory. Afterwards, check 

the answers from the completed mind map on the previous page. NO 

CHEATING! 

Modern Medicine (1900 - present) - General Revision 
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Modern Medicine (1900 - present) - General Revision 

Answer the quiz questions as best you can from memory. Give yourself a mark 

out of 10 using the answers on the next page! NO CHEATING! 
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Sub-topic Confidence Level  

Magic bullets 
 

Penicillin 
 

Introduction of NHS  

Discovery of DNA  

Causes of disease & diagnosis  

Prevention of disease  

Fight against Lung Cancer (Case study)  

Based on how you did with the previous activities, RAG the sub-topics based on your 

confidence within Modern medicine. Green = You understand it really well. Amber = I 

know a bit but could know more. Red = Not confident in my knowledge on this at all. 

Now you have completed some general 

revision and have an overview of 

Modern medicine. The purpose of 

completing the RAG activity afterwards 

is you have now clear priorities of what 

you should revise first. The Red sub-

topics should be your first priority, then 

the amber sub-topics and finally the 

green. Continue on for some specific 

tasks on how to revise each of these. 

Modern Medicine (1900 - present) - General Revision 
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British Sector of the Western Front  - General Revision 

Read through this mind map. CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE.  
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Read through this mind map. Continued from last page  

British Sector of the Western Front  - General Revision 
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Fill in the mind map as best you can from memory. Afterwards, check 

the answers from the completed mind map on the previous page. NO 

CHEATING! 

British Sector of the Western Front  - General Revision 
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Fill in the mind map as best you can from memory. Afterwards, check 

the answers from the completed mind map on the previous page. NO 

CHEATING! 

British Sector of the Western Front  - General Revision 
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British Sector of the Western Front  - General Revision 

Answer the quiz questions as best you can from memory. Give yourself a mark 

out of 10 using the answers on the next page! NO CHEATING! 
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British Sector of the Western Front  - General Revision 
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Sub-topic Confidence Level  

Chain of Evacuation  

Injuries 
 

Going Underground  

Medical developments  

Based on how you did with the previous activities, RAG the sub-topics based on your confi-

dence within Western Front medicine. Green = You understand it really well. Amber = I 

know a bit but could know more. Red = Not confident in my knowledge on this at all. 

Now you have completed 

some general revision and 

have an overview of 

Western Front medicine. 

The purpose of 

completing the RAG 

activity afterwards is you 

have now clear priorities 

of what you should revise 

first. The Red sub-topics 

should be your first 

priority, then the amber 

sub-topics and finally the 

green. Continue on for 

some specific tasks on 

how to revise each of 

these. 

British Sector of the Western Front  - Revision Review 
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Go to the Youtube channel “MrClokeHistory” . Open the playlist “Rapid Revision: Medicine 

on the Western Front of WW1“. Watch the video on The Evacuation Chain starting from 

3:18. 

As you are watching it, note down 5 facts about each stage. This could be anything from 

how far from the front line it was, what treatments they gave there or what injuries they 

could deal with. All of the information can be discovered using the video. 

Stage 1—Regimental Aid Post (RAP) 

Stage 2—Dressing Station 

Front Line 

Stage 3—Casualty clearing Stations (CCS) 

Stage 4—Base Hospitals 

British Sector of the Western Front  - General Revision 


